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Secrets Not Involved 
I In Pentagon Firing I 

The Pentagon says it intends to fire manpower j 
executive John C. Tillson, not because he revealed i 
secret information but because, according to for* I 
mat charges against him, he disclosed “official in- - 
formation to unauthorized persons” and disre- 
garded defense regulations “for the protection of 
classified information.” . • a. 

Tillson, who denies ^he charges, is the first gov- 
ernment employe known to receive a dismissal 
notice since President Reagan approved a tight- 
ened security directive; ;'T'" . 

The Pentagon action against Tillson stemmed 
from an investigation, including lie detector tests, 
to learn the source of The Washington Post story 
of Jan. 8 on a private meeting of the Defense Re-, 
sources Board* The story reported that the board 
had been told it would take $750 billion more: 
than projected to buy the military forces the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said would be needed to rearm 
American under Reagan’s five-year blueprint 
The Pentagon has not challenged the accuracy, 
of the story but says such public disclosure 
amounts to “giving aid and comfort to adver- 
saries." Here are excerpts from the Tuesday brief- 
ing of Henry E. Catto Jr., assistant secretary of 
. defense fof public affairs: 

Catto: “We have the right to deliberate m con- 
fidence. The whole governmental process would 
fly apart if there were no confidentiality within 
the deliberating process . . . . ” » 

Q. : “People at the very top regul arly leak infor- 
mation, sometimes classified information, to re- 
porters. They’ve never been punished or prose- 
cuted as far as I know.” ' ’ . 

Catto: “There are people at some levels, like the 
president, who have a broad enough picture of the 
overall effects of the likelihood of what you might- 
call a leak ... so that he is better able to make a 
decision like that than a person on a lower level.” 

J Q.: “Henry, you used a phrase giving aid and 
comfort to adversaries. Who are you talking 
about, the Soviets or the congressional critics of 
the budget?" , - . w . 

Catto: “I had in mind the Sovie ts.” v c >- 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/22 : CIA-RDP91 -00561 R0001 00040039-5 



